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THE CALIFORNIA BILL ‘AND THE TREATY
[Proi. M. M. Scott, principal of McKinley High School,
has contributed the following article at the request of the
Star-Balletin. Prof. Seott's Intimate knuwledge of Japan's
alms, ideas and thoughts from his long and hrilliart sery-

fces for' education in the empire, no less than his grasp of
treaty kistory and powers, makes hls utteranees helow

. timely und suthoritative, and as president of the Japan'
. Bocelety of Hawail what he says has more than local Im-

- pertance.]

“The subjects or citizens of each of the High

‘ontracting Parties shall have liberty to enter,
travel and reside in the tervitories of the other

© 1o carry on trade, wholesale and retail, to own

" “houses and shops, to employ agents of their

-

or lease and ocenpy houses, manufactories, ware-

choice, to lease land for residential and commer-
cial purposes, and generally to do anything in-

| cident to or necessary for trade upon the same

. tablished.”

terms as native subjects or citizens, submitting
themselves to the laws and regulations there es-

The foregoing is found in Article I of the sol-

L emn treaty agreed upon by the United States

. and Japan, in the year 1911, and signed by Mr.

= Knox, the secretary of state, and Baron Uchida,

-:_’ﬁe Japanese ambassador at Washington. This
. treaty is to endure for fifteen years, less than

. two years having expired. The clause, “to own

\-z- '_-. *"

-

_ or lease and occupy houses, manufactories, ware-
“houses and shops, to lease land for residential
‘commercial purposes,” is positive and without
Sany equivocation. “To lease, to own and to oc-
eupy houses” necessarily implies that the leases
“and houses include lahds. Houses and manufac-
‘fories cannot exist in the air. However profi-
gient flying machines are; they are not yet suffi-
Hently developed to have houses and manufac-
yries built in them above the garth,
- Bection 2 of Article V1 of the constitution of
¢ Unitéd States solemnly avers: “This consti-

tion, and the laws of the United States which
in pursuance. thereof; and all

pry state be bound theréby, ¢
jeonstitution or laws of any state to

otwithstanding.” A treaty bet,n'e%'o
m-states, golemnly entered into, in the capac-
¥ of sovereignties, is of the highdst and most
Binding authority between all civilized states.
Treaties have always been deemed of the highest
inding obligation, because there are no higher
#uthorities to appeal to. It is deemed a great
shame to any state to violate in any way not only
‘the letter but the spirit of a théaty. All nations
> jealous of the attempt of any one nation to
violate its solemn obligation. G publicists,
@nd those of the highest authority'in interna-
tional law, are agreed upon the binding obliga-
m of treaties, even regarding their provisions
:"1 i stipulations as of higher authority than any
tute passed by any parliament or legislature.
Fortunately, the United States, through its con-
stitution, has not left the final determination of
* this matter to a statute, or a commonwealth, or
Leven to a statute of the highest authority, the
* eongress of the United States.
I have not the text of the bill introduced into
b the legislature of California, but if it contains
-‘ e provisions which have transpired through the
L eable, it is evidently in violation of the treaty
" between Japan and the United States, especially
i . » i . ¥
L of the stipulations of the first clause of the
“T!‘hm.t.y at the head of the foregoing article, Nat-
g urally, one cannot speak with authority in the
matter without having the provisions of the en-
~ tire bill before him. But that a statute of- a
gtate should be enacted to dispossess those al-
" peady having leases on houses or lands, at the

A,

.

sover-

teenth, in

science,

constituted an anomaly political

We now have forty-eight lawmaking bodies,

J—

LETTERS ON TIMELY TOPIGS

B
[The sur-;ﬁln.,ﬁvite. free and | Lere in proportien to the populatioa

trank discussion'in thls column on all than they are im California, although

legitimate subjects of ‘eurrent interest
Communications are constantly receiv-
ed to which no signature is attached
This pagper will treat as confidential
signatures to letters 1 the writers so
desire, but cannot give space W0
anonymous communicatious.]

— e

and it is not to be wondered at that sonje one of| THE CALIFORNIA SITUATION.

those lawmaking bodies should now and then get|

ithe federal government into trouble. DBut it is

'nur system, and foreigners should learn and un-
iderstand the conditions of our polity. This is
sometimes forgotten by those states that are uni-
tary in their system. The United States has
been called “the spoiled child of diplomaey™ by
other and older countries. But, it must be re-
membered that the federal government has to
atone for and make reparation for the thought-
{lessmess of those sovereignties in the federal sys-
tem,

It seems to me, viewing this bill as a mere
inatter of policy, it is bad for San Francisco and
|California from every standpoint. The great
Panama-Pacific exposition, to be held in San
(Fraucisco in 1915 is planned to be the most
unique and extensive display the world has ever
seen. Her closest and greatest commercial
neighboer, Japan, has entered into it with gpirit

land liberality, and would probably make one of

the greatest additions to that exposition of uany
nation on earth.

However, the Japanese have a ready and easy
remedy in the matter. The supreme court of the
United States has original jurisdiction in mat-
ters of ambassadors and treaties. If the great
state of California should sully itself by passing
a bill of the nature indicated by the dispatches,
the Japanese can appeal to the supreme court
at Washington, with a perfect certainty of get-

it‘ing that consideration which one of the greatest

bodies in the world always dispenses. And it is
& certainty that if this California bill pass, the
supreme court of the United States would de-
clare it in violation of the treaty, therefore null
and void. —M. M. Scorr.

OVERHAUL THE WATER DEPARTMENT

Nothing could more clearly illustrate the need
of a general overhauling of the territorial water
! @t thansthe public hearing last night
Eféctric Company’s  contract

phatic complaints of Nuuanu resi-
dents. who hiﬂ"éi suffered and are suffering a
shortage of water; the inadequacy of the depart-
ment's supervision of the systéem; the lack of
safeguards in the contract with the electric com-
pany; the apparent inability of the water super-
intendent to grasp the significance of the situa-
tion ;—all these point powerfully to the need for
reform in this branch of government.

While the point of the legality of the contract
was raised last night, this was not the principal
point. Mr. E. Faxon Bishop hit the nail on the
head when he said that the Hawaiian Eleetrie
Company has been given a special privilege
which endangers the right of individual consum-
ers, resilents of the valley, to the enjoyment of
enongh water for domestic purposes. The other
nail that was hit on the head is that the contract,
in spjte of all that has been said for it, does not
provide what Nuuahu residents consider are
safeguards for their own protection. It has
been claimed that as fhe contract puts the Ha-
waiian Eleetrie Company’s use of the water un-
der the general rules and regulations of the de-
partment, the department will see that the com-
pany does not take water through the four-inch
pipe when there is a shortage in the vallev, Now
this may be true as theory, but the facts are that
the Nunanu residents have no confidence in the
department and are not willing to trust_to its
discretion or efficiency.

The senate committee has done about all it
can do in furnishing the publicity for the inves-

tigation. The waterworks, if all goes well, will

b expiration of a cerfain time, is virtually spolia-{8oon be in the hands of the Honolulu city offi-

. tion, or more severely, confiscation. The pro-
| wision that one owning such lands or having

" guch leases shall, within one year, declare inten-

g

_ tion"to become a citizen, is a mere subterfuge to
- get at the Japanese and Chinese, old residents

* already owning long leases, and, in some cases,

cials instead of the territory. Meantime, the
complainants have recourse by ap-appeal to the
courts,

And when the waterworks are turned over to
the eity, the everhauling so patently necessary
should be"begun at once and vigorously.

—— 3
Editor Honolulu Star-Bulletin,

Sir: At the present time, while the
interest of the people of Honolulu is
enlivened by the legislation enacied
hy the California legislature anent the
Japanese question, a statement of con
gitions in California may not come
umiss, and a comparison of these
conditions In Hawaii nei might en-
lighten those who have never been in
California, and therefore know of
conditions which are hearsay only.

Ax for myself, I can speak of actual
observations, and while ] must admit
that 1 am prejudiced unfavorably to
the Japanese, I will try to give an
unbiased statement ¢f facts.

I have not the context Of the bili
passed by the California sclous and
now reposing in the hands of the
govarnor -of that sovereign state
awaiting his signature or veto.

Senator J. B. Sanford, of Ukiah,
Cal., father of the bill, iz a newspaper
man. of ability and has been a mem-
ber of the legislature for several
terms. He has seen ‘other anti-Jap-
anese legislation enter and pass mus-
ter of both houses,-only to die in the
kands of the-preceding governors, be-
cause a big stick had been swung un-
comfortably close to their official
heads. Senator Sanford’s counstitus
ency being composed largely of far-
mers and fruit rafsers, who were be-
ing hard-pressed by the forcing tac
tics of the Japanesé and several class-
es of Southern Europe and the Near
East, he has evidently found it nec-
essary to offer some method of es-
cape from the encroachments of
these classes of people. Nearly
every member of the California leg-
islature has within his jurisdiction
not one, but many cases of the en-
croachments of the Japanese upon
their own homes. Assemblyman
Stuckenbruck, whose home is in the
fruit belt of San Joaduin county, is
practically surrounded .on all sides by
the Japanese who have leased most
of the orchards—or at least the best
orchards of the districts, and demand
such exorbitant wages as $2.26 per
day for the inferior quality of their
iabor in other orchat¥ that the own-
ers of the poorer orchiirds are prac-
tically forced to either abandon them
or lease them for what they can get.

The strawberry output of Sacra-

mento county, raised ‘within a stone’s
throw of the capitol, is controlled by
the Japanese, who ship carload after
carload to all parts of the coast.
" The grape. industry“s rapidly com-
ing under -the “of 'the little
brown men by right %f purchase and
iease, and at the present rate at
which they have been acquiring such
property they would probably have
controlled the indwstry throughout
California, as they do now in Fresno
county, within § years.

George Shima, probably the great-
est Japanese financier on the coast,
controlled the potato. output of the
United States by thd crops raised on

the thousands of acres which he own-]

ed ‘and leased in the delta lands of
the Sacramento and San Joaquin riv-
ers, and in Texas. Last year, for the
first time in the past eight or ten
yvears, potatoes have been so cheap
that it did not pay to dig them, be-
ing sold at 25 cents a sack in the field
or 60 cents on the levee, and all be
cause a few Japanese and Chinese
saw the big. money that was being
made by Shima and tried to break
his corner, They must have succeed-
ed, for 1 have never before heard of
potatbes being so cheap. It is said
Shima lost several thousand dollars
hy the process. _

In San Francisco, the Japanese live
in any part of the city—alongside the
white man, and in many instances
own their own homes. They are not
segregated as are the Chinese, and
compelled to live in a restricted dis-
trict. Some few people who have no
scruples against that race of people,
sell the property to them and there-
by depreciate the value of adjoining
properties.

Neweastle, the center of & large
fruit district, has recently had its
troubles,, a few Japanese having
hought property or secured leases and
practically compelled their white
neighbors to sell out or lease to them
to rid themselves of company which
they considered noxious—but not un-
til after a lawsuit proved that the
leases could not be broken or
property sales abrogated. Vacaville,
the cherry district, is dominated by
the Japanese.

{after vising in some cf the towns of

that state, one would almost beiieve
 he was in Japam, so numerous is. thjs
class of people. . i
{  The Japanese of California demand
'and receive a much higher wage for
{laborer in the fields and orchards
than 1s received by the laborer in
, Hawaii—$2.25 and found being the
( prevailing rafe ip most districts, al-
though' in some - places it is lower.
| This pay is but 25 to 75 cents a gay
{less than the white man receives—
and the white man has to find his
own grub and carry his own blankets!
| Sixty dollars and found is considered
‘big money by the white laborer on a
 California ranch. And the best part
jof the statement is that many of the
| Japanese owners hire white mep at
| the latier rate because they find 1t
| cheaper than to hire their own na-
| tionality!

-1 There is a question in my mind as
‘to the rights ol the Japanese govern-
!ment demanding that California, or
{for that matfer, any other sovereign
|sta!e, or territory, should not make
[1aws governing those people who
| should - own property within the con-
lines of their jurisdiction.

The Japanese government will al

low neo foreigner to own a foot of
land. or a business project of any kind

certain offices of the government.
And now they want the say-s0 over
property in America that has been
aequired by purchase or lease from
the “easy” Ameriecan.

Since the California legislation has
been heralded around the world, 1
{have heard many Honolulu residents
express the hape that Governor John-
son of California wouldn't “duck his
head under and take waler.,” More
than one man here is anxious to see
Johnson sign the bill for the execlu-
sion of all Japanese rights in the
ownership of property, and 1 don’t

this wish, but as an after-remark
stated that they “hoped they'd have
a chance to back up Johnson's signa-

legislature was interested enough

wrist.”

Our own Bishop Restarick, a ma
whose first thought, *we are tolc

tariff on sugar.

Japan takes its contention to the U
S. Supreme court that the Japanese

the admission of this horde of fo

govern
control
ins to our own Little Brown Brother
whom ex-President Taft Joved
well. SIS o
Put, never fear, '"Tiser, the island
will be under martial control whe
that contingency arrives, gnd ¥y
would-be citizens will be short
much of a right to vote as the pres
ent citizens of the territory will be.
A MALIHINL

nt of these islands in

UPPER MANOA ROAD

Editor Honolulu Star-Bulletin,
Honelulu, April 17, 1913.
Sir:—I beg to call the attention of
the board of supervisors through

end of the carline up.

tor pedestrians to travel on, especial-
ly in rainy weather.
through July Paka's land floods

road to such a condition that mak

walk on fences in order to creoss it
Why don’t the supervisors see to
such things instead of having people
kicking before starting in.
Yours respectfully,

“RESIDENT.”
WHY?

Editor Honolulu Star-Bulletin,
Sir:—Why is not something done to
widen Hotel street and extend Bishop
street? Is the property not high
enough or are they waiting for more
improvements that it may cost more?
Why not take action to eondemn the
property needed for these purposes
and - let appraisers fix the value?
“M.”

the |

| SPARKS FROM THE CONSUMER.

A comparison of conditions in Ha-| Editor Honolulu Star-Bulletin,

waii will show the same conditions as
to the ownership and leasing of prop-

erty, these conditions being the more | alone in

noticeable because of the fact that
the Japanese are more numerous

| Sir:
| that W. R. Castle thinks that he is

It certainly is not possible
the matter of entertaining
an idea that there is an alleged bam-

boozle in the rates charged for cur-

everything being under the control of |

!

think, of those | have heard express bt

ture”—and this in Hawali, where thepon
say that it was up to its members tdhot be
pass a resolution telling Californigpse in-
where to “head in,” or Hawall woul@urrent
feel constrained to “slap her on thg096.70,
on for

o

of
An

ety,
of
by
urer
vorld-
nbers.

ed

should be to love all men as brothers) has
sounds the warning note of “yellowjs
peril” in his arguments to keep the§ con-

T

It

-

And the Advertiser aamits that iffe Ha-}

00

even

are not Mongolians, and wins, that] there

hand

eigners to citigenship will put thefall of
those who are second oousit

your valuable paper, on the condition;:  pill
of the upper Manoa road from thﬂ'a aver-}{

That road jt willl
was never repaired in proper shapepat do

Waters runningreturn-

such -bad shape, and people have tojduced

Watches Need Attention

“Foolishly, I thought "twould
run forever without much care:
it didn't; I lest!"—Dryden.

Watches consist of such delicate machin-
eru that is. are so delicately aqumtcd—
that they can’t be exrpected to run forever
without .an occasional “tuning-up.”

T P ————————

“Tuning-up™ consists of thoroughly over-

hauling the mechanisin and replacing any

worn part—carefully oiling all necessary
. portions.

——

Isn’t it time your watch receiced a “tun-
Ling-up?”  Most watches showld—annnal-
ly. i s

Insist on SCOTT'S for Bronchitis.
_ Scott & Bowne, Bloomfield. N.J. 1290 l
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Real Estate for Sale

Lewis Sablivision, Punahou
For One Month Only

Lots on Wilder Ave., 8 0x200

For Sale

RESIDENCE LOT COLLEGE HILLS,
180x150—Bargain.

£ lands in fee simple. This, Mr. Editor, it seems
to me, is uniworthy of a great, wealthy and en-
| lightened state. It sullies hef fame. It sullies!
" the good name and the unblemished reputation
t of a great people. In our federal system, the
. state has, unfortunately perhaps, a local right
$ 4o pass any law she pleases. She, like an indi-
" vidual, can make a fool of herself if she wish.
'*'-]n the Federalist that great statesman, Alexan-
L der Hamilton, deplored the fact that the-consti-
" tution left the commonwealths as lawmaking
" bodies. He said that thirteen separate lawmak- N
Ling bodies, and the federal government, the four- ter system is shown beyond a doubt,

Lots on Dole Street, 8 Cx200

The report of the house lands committee nn’
the department of public works contains all the
“hot sfuff” that has been gleefully anticipated
by these waiting to see the departiment get roast- |
At the same time, the report is quite ob-
viously a bitter and virulent personal attack on
former Superintendent Marston Campbell, who|
is charged with enough offences to fill a large
volume. The most valuable part of the report is
that the necessity of further developing the Ho-

These Prices Are Pos itively for One Month Only. Why Pay

More for Inferior P roperty?
BEAUTIFUL NEW RESIDENCE, 14th AVE. KAIMUKI. i e ' pors

ed Excellent location—Bargain.

RESIDENCE KOKO HEAD AVFNUE, KAIMUKI,

Lot 75x285, planted to fine fruit trees
now bearing.—$4500.00,

H Waterhouse T 11:( (c¢.
enry Wa

CORNER FOAT AND MERCHANT STREETS

-

¥

GUARDIAN TRUST CO,, Ltd.,

SECOND FLOOR. JUIDD BUILDING

-—

nolulu water supply and of establishing the me-




